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Daring & Dynamic

Thanjavur: Defending her promises of 
freebies like mobile phones, set-top box-
es, 50 per cent subsidy for women to buy 
scooters and mopeds in the AIADMK 
manifesto, party supremo Jayalalithaa 
said such schemes are intended to "up-
lift" the disadvanted, as her party is "pro-
poor". 

"I do agree we have announced that 
we have promised freebie schemes. It is 
because the AIADMK party led by me is 
always on the side of the poor," she said 
at an election rally while referring to Op-
position's criticism over it. 

"Such schemes are for uplifting the 
poor people, to help them stand on their 
own legs and earn," the Tamil Nadu chief 
minister said, adding, the poll promises 
were intended to fulfil people's expecta-
tions.  Reiterating that she does not have 
"selfishness" or a family, she lashed out at 
DMK, without naming it by stating that 
"I do not have any idea to usurp crores 
of rupees as cable TV service charges by 
giving free TV sets." 

DMK had given free colour TVs after it 
assumed power in 2006 and it faced falk 
from the Opposition that the scheme was 
for "collecting cable TV fee" by an MSO 
run by those in the extended family of 
Karunanidhi. 

Citing criticism by Opposition parties 
like DMK that her poll promises, includ-
ing freebies, were intended to "hoodwink 
people" and could not be implemented, 
the AIADMK chief said that she gave any 
assurance only after throughly analysing 
it, "not for 100 times but for 1,000 times." 

"I give you my assurance that I will 
implement all our poll promises. Those 
who oppose our election mani-
festo which is aimed at people's 

welfare are truly against them." 
She also used the opportunity to 

answer opposition's criticism over "de-
layed" release of manifesto on May 5, 
saying they did not have any achieve-
ments to speak of and were so going 
to the people with their poll promises 
alone.  However, she had to first tell 
people of her government's achieve-
ments. "Since we had to speak of 
our achievements,I did not re-
lease the manifesto before my 
election campaign started." 

Jayalalithaa started her 
campaign on April 9. 

In her party manifesto, 
she had promised free mo-
bile phones, set-top boxes 
to state-run Arasu cable 
subscribers, free inter-
net along with free lap-
tops for students and 
wi-fi in public places. 

For women, she 
had announced 50 
per cent subsidy on 
mopeds or scooters 
and also promised 
more gold -- eight 
grams from the 
present four grams 
-- under "Thallikku 
Thangam" (gold 
for mangalsutra) 
scheme. 

For farmers, she 
had announced loan 
waiver and assured 
100 units of free elec-
tricity to households.

Jaya defends shower 
of freebies, says  

AIADMK is ‘pro-poor’
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Mumbai: The Bombay High 
Court upheld the ban on slaugh-
ter of bulls and bullocks in BJP-
ruled Maharashtra while making 
it clear that mere possession of 
beef of animals slaughtered out-
side the state cannot invite crimi-
nal action.

The High Court struck down 
two sections of the state Act which 
criminalised possession of beef.

In a 245-page strongly worded 
judgement, a division bench of the 
High Court said the sections that 
criminalised possession of beef is 
an infringement on the right to 
privacy of citizens and unconsti-
tuional.

Striking down Sections 5(d)
and 9(b) of the Maharashtra Ani-
mal Preservation (Amendment) 
Act which criminalised and im-
posed punishment for possession 
of beef of animals slaughtered in 
the state or outside, Justices AS 
Oka and SC Gupte held that the 
state cannot control what a citi-
zen does in his house which is his 
own castle, provided he is not do-
ing something contrary to law.

"Sections 5(d) which provides 
that no person shall have in his 
possession flesh of cow, bull or 
bullock slaughtered outside Ma-
harashtra is unconstitutional and 
infringes upon a citizen's right to 
privacy," the court said.

"Similarly Section 9(b) which 
imposes penal action (on an of-
fender) and puts the onus of 
proving himself as innocent is 
also invalid," the court said, after 
hearing a bunch of petitions chal-
lenging the constitutional validity 
of the Act.

The court also modified Section 
5(c) of the Act, which makes pos-
session of beef of animal slaugh-
tered in the state an offence, and 
said only "conscious possession" 
of such meat will be held as an of-
fence.

"As far as the choice of eating 
food of the citizens is concerned, 
the citizens are required to be let 
alone especially when the food 
of their choice is not injurious to 
health," the court said.

"The state cannot make an in-
trusion into his home and prevent 

a citizen from possessing and eat-
ing food of his choice. A citizen 
has a right to lead a meaningful 
life within the four corners of his 
house as well as outside his house.  
This intrusion on the personal life 
of an individual is prohibited by 
the right to privacy which is part 
of the personal liberty guaranteed 
by Article 21," the court said.

Reacting to the judgement, 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
said the state may approach the 
Supreme Court, after consulting 
legal experts, against the striking 

down of the two provisions of the 
Act but expressed the satisfaction 
that the High Court has affirmed 
the law is constitutional.

"The HC has affirmed that our 
law is constitutional and it has 
not targeted any religion, caste or 
creed. I am happy that our stand 
is vindicted by the Court," Fad-
navis told reporters here.

"However, there are two pro-
visions of the law that have been 
struck down by the High Court. 
We will consult our lawyers, and, 
if necessary, will approach the Su-
preme Court against this. Other 
than these two provisions, the 
court has found no fault with the 
law," he added.

Arif Kapadia, a city resident, 
and noted lawyer Harish Jagtiani 
challenged the provision of law 
which said that mere possession 
of beef in any place in the state is 
a crime.

According to them, this provi-
sion was arbitrary and hit upon 
the cosmopolitan nature of the 
city, which houses people from all 
religions and communities.

The HC noted that the govern-
ment has not made any attempt 
to show any compelling public or 
state interest for enacting section 
5(d).

"In the present case, section 
5(d) prevents a citizen from pos-
sessing and consuming flesh of 
cow, bull or bullock even if it is 
slaughtered in territories where 
such slaughter is legal. Hence, 
section 5 (d) is certainly an in-
fringement of right to privacy," 
the court said.

The court said preventing a 
citizen from possessing flesh of 
cow, bull or bullock slaughtered 
outside the state amounts to pro-
hibiting a citizen from possess-
ing and consuming food of his 
choice. "Section 5(c) of the Act 
which criminalised mere posses-
sion of beef is being modified to 
conscious possession of the beef. 
If a person from whom beef has 
been found did not have prior 
knowledge of the meat, then he 
cannot be prosecuted. Only con-
scious possession can be held as 
an offence," the high court said.

NEW DELHI: JNU 
students union president 
Kanhaiya Kumar, who is 
out on bail in a sedition 
case, on Sunday wrote an 
open letter to HRD minis-
ter Smriti Irani on occasion 
of Mother’s Day and asked 
how can a “mother” pun-
ish her children on basis of 
biased probe reports and 
doctored videos.

Referring to the univer-
sity investigation report of 
the controversial February 
9 event during which anti-
national slogans were al-
legedly raised, Kanhaiya, 
who has been attacking 
Irani for her reference to all 
students as her children, 
said in the letter, “we are 
trying hard to study in the 

warmth of your motherly 
love. Under your reign, we 
are learning how to study 
despite police canes and 
hunger”.

In an open letter with 
sarcastic overtones, the 
29-year-old researcher 
referred to Irani as “anti-
rational” mother of “anti-
nationals” and extended 
her Mother’s day wishes 
on behalf of students. “To-
day a friend sent asked 
me how under Modi’s 
regime — where besides 
our own mother, we also 
have Mother Cow, Mother 
India, Mother Ganges and 
Mother Smriti — how 
could Rohith Vemula die. I 
am asking you this because 
I have no answer. The same 

anti-national friend also 
said that Mother Smriti’s 
ministry sent several letters 
to punish Rohith and was 
also responsible for with-
holding his fellowship for 
seven months,” he said in 
the letter. “In a great coun-
try like India, can a mother 
force drive her child to sui-
cide? Can a mother accept 
punishments on her chil-
dren based on doctored 
videos and a biased probe? 

Your children, starving for 
11 days, are asking you 
this question. Please reply, 
if you find the time. The 
friend also called you an 
‘anti-rational mother of 
anti-nationals’. I hope you 
will prove this allegation 
false in your factual reply,” 
he added. Meanwhile, the 
indefinite hunger strike by 
JNU students in protest 
against the punishments 
awarded by university in 
connection with the Afzal 
Guru event, entered 11th 
day. Kanhaiya had with-
drawn from the fast last 
week after his health de-
teriorated and he had to 
undergo treatment for de-
hydration and ketosis at 
AIIMS. 

On Mother’s Day, Kanhaiya 
writes open letter to Smriti Irani

‘Can eat beef but cow slaughter not allowed in Maha’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
come down heavily on the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)] and the 
Congress accusing them of pursuing poli-
tics of confrontation and compromise in 
Kerala and West Bengal and adopting cal-
lous attitude towards the developmental 
aspirations of the State.

“It is indeed surprising to comprehend 
the logic behind the politics of “gusti” and 
“dosti” (confrontation and compromise) 
adopted by the CPI(M) and the Congress 
in Kerala and West Bengal ahead of the 
upcoming Assembly polls,” Modi said.

The CPI(M) leaders during their elec-
tion meetings in Kerala try to portray 
Congress leaders as corrupt and ineffi-
cient. The same leaders laud the Congress 
for its stature as a national party and its 
leadership for their statesmanship while 

addressing similar rallies in West Bengal, 
Modi said addressing a rally.

Terming Kerala as “God’s Own Land,” 
Modi said the progressive reforms ush-
ered in by social reformers such as Sree 
Narayana Guru and Ayyankali uplifted 
the Dalits and weaker and marginalised 
sections. However, the politics of “adjust-
ment” being shared on equated terms by 
the CPI(M) and the Congress pushed the 
State far behind in matters of develop-
ment, Modi said.

Stating that around 250 of his party 
men had lost their lives owing to the po-
litical clashes unleashed by the CPI(M), 
the Prime Minister, without naming any 
person, alleged that some CPI(M) leaders 
accused in murder cases were eyeing for 
the Chief Minister’s post.

Pointing out the plight of Sadanandan, 

the BJP nominee from Koothuparamba 
segment in Kannur district, who was on 
the dais, Modi said the BJP activist had 
to lose both his legs in the attack by the 
CPI(M) workers. And most sadly such 
violence is shelved by the media, he said 
adding that he wanted to draw the atten-
tion of the media in the national capital.

Stating that his government always 
remained sensitive to issues raised by 
the areca and coconut growers in the dis-

trict and neighbouring Karnataka, Modi 
said the “Pradhan Manthri Kisan Fasal 
Bheema Yojana” and the “Mudra Yojana” 
had come handy for the insured farmers 
and small-time entrepreneurs to avail 
themselves of easy loans in the range of 
Rs.10,000 and Rs.50,000.

Speaking in Malayalam, Modi urged 
the gathering to vote for the NDA nomi-
nees for ensuring comprehensive and 
sustainable development of the State.

CPI(M), Congress adopting 
politics of compromise: Modi
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New Delhi: Delhi Po-
lice Commissioner Alok 
Verma has been asked to 
get CCTVs installed with 
recording facilities in all 
the police stations of the 
national capital.

This direction has come 
from the Police Com-
plaints Authority (PCA), 
which heard a case of last 
year where two people 
were allegedly beaten up 
in a police station.

In wake of the obser-
vation that most of the 
CCTVs installed are non 
functional, the PCA has 
also advised the Police 
Commissioner to issue a 
standing order regard-
ing their functioning and 
maintenance and take ac-
tion against those who fail 
in maintaining them.

It is reported that San-
deep Gupta and his father 
Charan Dass Gupta were 
assaulted by the police 

officials in North Rohini 
Police Station on July 23, 
2015, after which the lat-
ter started having hearing 
problem.

In the complaint, the 
complainants have al-
leged that the police pres-
surized the doctors not 
to mention all the inju-
ries and to give a wishy-
washy MLC report.

Sandeep Gupta in his 
complaint alleged that 
he was beaten badly and 
his money was snatched 
by the police, adding 
this was done as he com-
plained against Inspec-
tor RS Mann, SHO, Kes-
havpuram.

It is reported that Sand-
eep Gupta was taken into 
the police custody after he 
had allegedly molested 
Head Constable Rekha of 
North Rohini Police Sta-
tion. Meanwhile, the Del-
hi Police have also been 

asked to ensure that Daily 
Diary (DD) entries are 
made whenever suspects 
are brought to the police 
station and also when 
they are released without 
making arrests.

This direction came 
following the hearing of 
a last year case where a 
person was kept in illegal 
custody/unlawful con-
finement for three days in 
a police station.

It is reported that a per-

son named Manish was 
taken in police custody on 
April 4, 2015, but he was 
kept in illegal custody for 
three days in Mayur Vi-
har Police Station and was 
produced before the court 
on April 11, 2015.

Manish, the suspect, 
was taken into police cus-
tody after an MLA had 
complained about illegal 
collection of road tax from 
the vehicles plying on the 
road.

Internal difference within 
the ruling BJP in North Del-
hi Municipal Corporation 
(NDMC) has taken a toll on 
decision-making in the civic 
body.

No key decision has been 
taken by the NDMC since 
differences between former 
mayor and leader of house 
had came up in the open over 
awarding of contract for lift-
ing garbage in its municipal 
jurisdiction. A senior officer 
said that the executive wing 
is afraid of taking any deci-
sion as there is no unanimity 
among the ruling party and 
only due to their differences, 
files related to garbage lifting 
has been taken away by the 
ACB after Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) filed a complaint.

Officers feel that without 
political support, it is very 
difficult to take and execute 
major decisions which in-
volve money. “In the whole 
controversy of garbage lifting 
contract, Opposition AAP has 
filed a complaint in ACB. Re-
cently all files related to the 
matter were taken away by the 
ACB for investigation. Fear-
ing action, even without any 
wrong doing, officers are not 
taking any decision in this or 
any other issues,” he added. 
Another officer said that in 
the absence of clarity among 
political leadership, it is very 
difficult to take important de-
cisions. “In an attempt to settle 
their political difference in the 
open, the NDMC leadership 
has damaged the reputation of 

the corporation. It is only due 
to lack of maturity in the politi-
cal leadership that another po-
litical party (AAP) has lodged 
a complaint in the ACB. Now 
till the investigation is com-
pleted, officers are fearing ha-
rassment,” he added. Admit-
ting that the decision-making 
process is almost stalled in the 
NDMC, a senior BJP council-
lor said that it is true and it is 
time to develop trust between 
political leadership and the 
executive wing. “For smooth 
functioning and development 
of civic infrastructure, both the 
wing (executive and political) 
have to work together. We are 
working on to clear the exist-
ing doubts and building con-
fidence among each other,” he 
added.

Delhi Police directed to install 
CCTVs in all police stations

Rift within NDMC hits corporation

New Delhi: The Federa-
tion of Central University 
Teachers' Association al-
leged callous attitude of 
JNU administration to-
wards the students pro-
testing against the punish-
ment ordered by JNU on 
21 students. The federation 
demanded that the pun-
ishments to students based 
on a "questionable High-
Level Enquiry Committee 
Report" be withdrawn. 
These students are on an 
indefinite strike which en-
tered its 12th day on Mon-
day with JNUSU president 
Kanhaiya Kumar and half 
a dozen others withdraw-
ing due to deteriorating 
health conditions.

FEDCUTA warned the 
JNU administration that it 

will be solely responsible 
for any condition arising 
due to deteriorating health 
of the striking students.

The punishment or-
dered by JNU on 21 stu-
dents, which also includes 
three rustications after a 
probe by the high-level 
enquiry committee on the 
event of February 9, 2016, 
where alleged anti-nation-
al slogans were raised. 
Three students — Kumar, 
Umar Khalid and Anirban 
Bhattacharya — were ar-
rested on sedition charges. 
They are out on bail now.

In a statement at the end 
of the 11th day strike, FED-
CUTA said that a situation 
similar to Hyderabad Cen-
tral University has been 
created in JNU as well.

"FEDCUTA is shocked 
at the callous attitude of 
the JNU Administration 
even on the 11th day of the 
indefinite hunger strike 
by the students and days 
of Relay Hunger Strike 
by JNUTA. A Hyderabad 
Central University like 
situation is being foisted 
upon JNU. The health 
conditions of the students 
are deteriorating very fast 
and if anything happens to 
any of them it will be the 
sole responsibility of the 
university administration. 
Many eminent citizens, 
JNU alumni and AIFUC-
TO have expressed seri-
ous concern over the harsh 
and repressive attitude 
shown by the Administra-
tion towards its own stu-

dents and teachers. JNU is 
one of the finest academic 
institutions of the country 
and every citizen has the 
right to protest against any 
efforts to destroy this uni-
versity, its autonomy and 
democratic ethos. They 
cannot be silenced by be-
ing branded as 'outsiders' 
nor can their plea to bring 
back normalcy on the 
Campus be ignored," said 
the statement.

NEW DELHI: Re-
form of the archaic Delhi 
Rent Act 1958 is not go-
ing to happen anytime 
soon, if an RTI reply 
from the Centre is an 
indication. In its reply, 
the urban development 
ministry has revealed 
plans to amend the DRC 
Act by March 2019 on 
the basis of the Model 
Tenancy Act that is cur-
rently under prepara-
tion. The ministry reply 
further disclosed that it 
sent the files relating to 
the matter to lieutenant 
governor Najeeb Jung 
in February this year.

The RTI reply dated 
April 18 came in re-
sponse to a plea filed by 
Ashok Gupta, president 
of House Owners' Asso-
ciation of Karol Bagh, to 
know if there has been 
any movement over re-
pealing the DRC Act.

The ministry states 
that the Model Tenancy 
Act is being prepared 
by the housing and 
urban poverty allevia-
tion ministry, which is 
an integral part of re-
forms for construction 
of two crore houses for 
the urban poor under 
Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojna. The ministry has 
prepared a draft Act, 
which the state govern-
ments can refer to while 
making their own laws. 
While aligning the rent 
control laws with the 
Centre's model is one 
of the mandatory pro-
visions for states under 
the PM housing scheme, 
in Delhi such a law has 
to be made by the Union 
government.

Enacted more than 
five decades ago, the 
Act puts a ceiling on 
maximum rent that can 
be charged by land-
lords. 

NEW DELHI: Drivers af-
fected by the Supreme Court 
order banning diesel taxis in 
the city protested in front of 
chief minister Arvind Kejri-
wal's residence on Sunday. 
The protesters, under the 
banner of Delhi Taxi Trans-
port Association (DTTA), 
later held a rally at Jantar 
Mantar.

The protests come after a 
series of meetings of Delhi 
government with taxi as-
sociations. All India Tourist 
Permit (AITP) taxi drivers 
have been claiming that the 
SC order doesn't extend to 
them. Their contention was 
that AITP taxis were allowed 
to pick and drop clients in 
Delhi, and the Supreme 
Court order was aimed at the 
cabs operating under the am-
bit of app-based aggregators 

like Ola and Uber.
Sanjay Samrat of DTTA 

said their demands include 
the permission to existing 
AITP holders to ply their ve-
hicles as long as the validity 
of the permits last.

"We also want the govern-
ment to keep us in the loop 
before formulating any new 
policy that affects our lives. 
It seems only diesel taxis pol-
lute and not lakhs of private 
cars running on the same 
fuel," he said.

Addressing the gather-
ing at Jantar Mantar, Leader 
of the Opposition in Delhi 
assembly, Vijender Gupta 
said he will lead a delega-
tion of drivers holding AITP 
to Union transport minister 
Nitin Gadkari on Monday 
and apprise him of the issues 
arising out of the ban.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DDA) plans to develop some 
of its district parks as theme-
based urban parks. For this, 
the land-owning agency has 
invited expression of interest 
from private firms.

Officials said that these 
parks will be developed as 
per the international stan-
dards on self-sustaining fi-
nancial model.

"We have hundreds of big 
and small parks. But, at pres-
ent, we just focus on green-
ery. As most of the parks are 
near residential colonies, it 
is important to make them 
more attractive so that more 
people use them," said a se-
nior DDA official.

As it is a first-of-its-kind 
initiative, DDA officials said 
that a final plan for develop-
ment of urban parks will be 
made based on the response 
from private players.

"We will shortlist a few 
firms based on their presen-
tations. The focus will be 

on landscaping rather than 
greenery. We are thinking 
about certain kind of activi-
ties related to sports, which 
will attract more people," 
said the official.

The agency wants the 
firms to focus on landscap-
ing -- based on their theme, 
utilisation of existing facili-
ties, making the park acces-
sible to all, creating adequate 
parking space and conserva-
tion of heritage structure, if 
any. While the DDA spends 
a considerable amount of its 
annual budget on the mainte-
nance of its parks, the agency 
is looking for self-sustaining 
financial model for these ur-
ban parks.

‘JNU admin to be solely responsible if  
anything happens to students on hunger strike’

Tourist permit drivers 
take protest to CM door

No relief soon for landlords 
getting pittance as rent

DDA invites private 
firms for theme parks
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GURGAON: Adya Joshi and 
Prithvir Bhalla, two students of 
The Shri Ram School (Moulsari Av-
enue), have emerged as top scorers 
in Class 12 ISC results.

A resident of Ayachi Apartments 
in Sector 45, Joshi scored 100 in His-
tory, Political Science and Sociology; 
99 in Economics and 96 in English. 

Prithvir Bhalla, 
who also scored 
99 per cent, on 
the other hand, 
scored 100 in so-
ciology, political 
science and eco-
nomics; 96 in 
English and 98 in 
History. Prabhav 
Chawla, a stu-
dent of the Shri 
Ram School (Ar-
avalis), scored 98 
per cent - report-
edly the highest 
score in the sci-
ence subject in 

the city. While Joshi is appearing for 
Common Law Admission test this 
year, Chawla has already made it 
to Georgia Institute of Technology. 
Bhalla, who wants to pursue higher 
studies in political science and in-
ternational relations, also plans to 
study abroad.

NEW DELHI: The Uni-
versity Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) said, it has 
received complaints that 
universities and colleges 
collect in advance full fee 
from students who have to 
forfeit it even if they don't 
join. The institutions have 
been asked to follow the 
norms in this regard.

In a letter to Vice Chan-
cellors, UGC Secretary 
Jaspal S Sandhu said there 
were complaints that in-
stitutions also retain the 
original certificates of can-
didates. 

UGC, in its letter, re-
ferred to a public notice 
issued by it in 2007 in 
which it had opined that 
retaining original certifi-
cates and forcing reten-

tion of admitted students 
limited the opportunity 
of candidates to join other 
institutions. It had asked 
educational institutions to 
maintain a waiting list and 
in case a student chooses 
not to join, admit the next 
in line while deducting a 
processing fee of not more 
than Rs 1,000 and refund 
the rest amount. The UGC 
had also asked institutions 
to not retain original cer-
tificates of candidates.

NEW DELHI: The 
Centre has asked the 
state governments to 
adopt yoga as part of 
their school syllabus 
so that willing students 
can take it as a subject.
Minister of State for 
AYUSH (Ayurveda, 
Yoga and Naturopathy, 
Unani, Siddha and Ho-
moeopathy), Shripad 
Yesso Naik said in Lok 
Sabha that the letter 
to the states favouring 
adoption of yoga as 
part of the school sylla-
bus was sent by the Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment (HRD) Ministry 
so that those students 
who wished to enroll 
themselves could take 
it, though it will not be 

a compulsory subject.
"We hope that Yoga 

will be part of the 
school curriculum from 
the next academic ses-
sion," Naik said dur-

ing Question Hour. He 
added that Yoga has 
been made compulsory 
for police personnel and 
plans are afoot to make 
it compulsory also for 

defence personnel. "A 
scheme titled 'Yoga 
Training for Police Per-
sonnel' has been initi-
ated by the ministry," 
he said. The minister 
said that the govern-
ment has succeeded in 
adoption of June 21 as 
the International Day of 
Yoga. The first Interna-
tional Day of Yoga was 
celebrated in the coun-
try in a grand manner 
on June 21 2015, which 
was celebrated across 
the globe involving 192 
countries.

"Arrangements for 
celebrating second In-
ternational Day of Yoga 
on June 21, 2016 has 
also started," Naik in-
formed.

NEW DELHI: The 
government doesn't 
seem to have any 
plan to reintroduce 
the mandatory Class 
X board examina-
tions and will persist 
with the current sys-
tem of Continuous 
and Comprehensive 
Evaluation (CCE), in-
troduced in 2011, as 
well as allowing those 
opting for the board 
exams to do so. There 
was apprehension 
that the Class X board 
exams might make 
a comeback. How-
ever, highly placed 
sources said the gov-
ernment wants CCE 
to continue, though 
it will be tweaked 
to do away with the 

flaws. "We found out 
that CCE has gen-
eral acceptance and 
so is the practice of 
school-based Class X 
examinations. Also, 
the system of weekly 
tests has helped," said 
a source.

 However, CCE 
has several flaws. It is 
increasingly becom-
ing a copy and paste 
system of complet-
ing projects. CCE has 
been there for seven 
years and should be 

re-evaluated. It is the 
backbone of new sys-
tem," said a source. 
On Monday, Smriti 
Irani wrote to state 
education ministers 
explaining the need 
to make CCE more 
effective. The HRD 
ministry has told 
CBSE that CCE needs 
to be looked into 
for any flaws and 
implemented more 
forcefully. There is 
also a move to tweak 
CCE in a way that 
even students from 
poor families find it 
easier to do projects 
on regular basis. The 
ministry plans to 
hold a meeting with 
stakeholders on CCE 
soon.

Centre asks states to adopt 
yoga as part of school syllabus

UGC asks colleges and  
varsities to refund fees 

and not retain certificates

Class X board exams  
unlikely to be brought back

ISC results: Gurgaon students 
emerge as NCR’s top scorers

NOIDA: With the 
Ministry of Com-
merce recommending 
the HRD Ministry that 
the Footwear Design 
and Development 
Institute (FDDI) be 
granted the status of 
a "deemed universi-
ty", confusion among 
students persists who 
have termed the move 
as a "lollipop".

While the students 
who have taken ad-
mission in the current 
year are cautious of 
the move, those who 
have joined the insti-
tute before 2015 are 
worried about the sta-
tus of their degrees.

"Earlier, we were 
told that we will be 
provided degrees 

by IGNOU and now 
they are offering us 
a lollipop of mak-
ing FDDI a deemed 
university. How can 
we trust them when 
the UGC's regula-
tions say that the in-
stitute shall have a 
clean track record for 
at least five years be-
fore applying for the 
deemed status ," San-
deep Priyadarshni, a 
student of Business 
Management at FDDI 
Noida said.

Ministry recommends 
to make FDDI a 

deemed university

NEW DELHI: Union 
minister Maneka Gan-
dhi has sought educa-
tion loans on conces-
sional rates for girl 
children in an effort to 
promote their educa-
tion. The women and 
child development min-
ister has made the re-
quest in a letter to HRD 
minister Smriti Irani 
and finance minister 
Arun Jaitley. The WCD 
ministry, in conjunc-
tion with the HRD and 
health ministries, runs 
the NDA's flagship 'Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao' 
scheme which aims at 
ending female foeticide 
and promoting the edu-
cation of girls. In her 
note to Irani, Maneka 
wrote, "When it comes 
to sending children 

for higher education, 
parents often distin-
guish between girls and 
boys... The girls often 
get denied the privilege 
of higher education or 
specialised courses only 
because parents do not 
wish to take a loan for 
their daughter's educa-
tion." She added that 
while other interven-
tions were being looked 
at, a "small incentive" 
could be a concessional 
rate of interest on edu-
cation loans.

NEW DELHI: The Union 
HRD ministry said a com-
mittee of subject experts 
had concluded that CBSE's 
mathematics question pa-
per for Class X Board ex-
amination 2016 was based 
on syllabus.

In a written reply to a 
question in the Lok Sabha, 
HRD minister Smriti Irani 
said the reports that the 
paper was tough had come 
to the notice of the govern-
ment.

"CBSE had placed the 
matter before Commit-
tee of Subject Experts who 
concluded that the question 
papers were based on the 
curriculum, syllabus and 
sample question papers 
prescribed by the Board," 

Irani said in her reply.
In a written reply to an-

other question, she said 
that there were newspaper 
reports related to leakage of 
Class XII question papers.

"There have been news-
paper reports on the issue 
during the Board exam of 
2016. A committee of sub-
ject experts was constituted 
to enquire into this issue, 
and the committee con-
cluded that there was no 
leakage of question paper," 
Irani said.

Earlier, Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) had termed as "base-
less" reports about ques-
tion paper leak of Class XII 
Mathematics examination, 
that was held on March 14.

"CBSE would like to as-
sert that the reports are 
baseless. There has been no 
such leakage of question 
paper of any kind but only 
two questions matched with 
only one question paper set. 
But that is a co-incidence as 
these two questions are also 
from the NCERT textbook," 
it had said in a statement.

The statement referred 
to news reports that the 
class XII Mathematics ques-
tion paper in Ranchi and 
Dhanabad was available on 
WhatsApp and that touts 
were selling 51 questions 
and answers near examina-
tion centres.

In March, Delhi deputy 
chief minister Manish Si-
sodia had also written to 

Irani to order a probe into 
reported "leak" of math-
ematics paper.

‘Tough’ CBSE class X math paper 
as per syllabus, says Smriti Irani

Maneka Gandhi seeks 
cheaper edu loans for girls
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Mothers holds their children’s hands 
for a short while, but their hearts forever. 

The Pioneer Convent Sr. Sec. School, 
Bakkarwala, Loknayakpuram Celebrated 
Mother’s Day with full zeal and zest in 
the school  Premises. To mark the hon-
our to their mothers, all the students 
presented the colourful and jubilant pro-
gramme. Students recited heart touching 
overwhelming poetries and songs on the 
theme mother. They characteriSed and 
portrayed the character of Mother in the 
following lines: -

 “ I miss my mother and her gentle 
care

She was the soul and I body mere
She poured her love with full dare
Now I Search for her everywhere”.

In their speech students enlighted the 
present condition of the women in which 
they boldly declared that today’s women 
is not deprived of her rights. On this oc-
casion Jaya of  X Class and Divya of VIII 
Class presented Song “Meri Maa” won-
derfully which filled the audience with 
the feeling of respect for their mothers. 
It was an overwhelming performance. 
There were tears in the eyes of not only 
the students but of the teachers also. Dif-
ferent competitions were organiSed for 
all the students.

Principal Seema Bajaj appreciated all 
the participants and honour the day by 
saying that “Mother is the first teacher 
for every child. Without mother we can-
not even imagine our lives. So we should 
respect our mothers, all the participants 
were awarded and applauded for their 
hard work and enthusiasm.

NEW  DELHI: (VK Sharma )- Effects  Wellness  Clinic  came into exis-
tence with dignity at Harsh Vihar, Pitampura, Delhi.  Director Renu Ba-
jaj told DD News that she is running some other Beauty Clinics and Spa 
Centres to meet the demand of today’s modern women in the society. She 
started Effects Wellness  Clinic   at  Harsh Vihar, Pitampura  along with  
her  partner  Priti Goel.  At the time of inauguration, apart from renowned 
political leaders eminent personalities of like Ramesh Bajaj, Sandeep Goel, 
VK Sharma, Rajesh Chauhan etc graced the occasion. Renu Bajaj told DD 
News about the services being rendered at their clinics are – Skin Whiten-
ing Facial, Protein Face Bleach, Deluxe/Crystal Pedicure, Female Hair Cut 
with conditioner Shampoo & Blowdry, Gents Hair Cut with conditioner 
Shampoo & Blowdry, Rebonding with Hair Spa & Hair Cut.

EFFECTS  WELLNESS  CLINIC  ULTIMATE  NAME  FOR  BEAUTY,  MAKE  UP

1. Tell something about your 
family background?

I was born in Phadpur Tehsil Bhavan 
(Meerut), my father Rajpal Singh is a farm-
er and also village president, my father is 
always there for the villagers,’ he adopt-
ed principels of NAR SEWA NARAYAN 
SEWA. My mother Samay Kaur also as a 
Block head motivated me.

2.Tell me about 
your educa-
tion back-
ground?

Well I 
have done my 
matriculation 
from Krishk 
college (Mavana), 
HSSLC  from Ago-
lieter college and 
MBBS from Ganesh 
Shanker Memo-
riol College 
( K a n -

pur).

3. From where you got the 
motivation to become a doctor?                                                                                                                                          
  I always wanted to serve nation by 
becoming an IPS officer, but due to family 
atmosphere and my elder brother being a 
doctor advised me to become a doctor as it 
is the part of serving nation.

4. Who is your favorite politician 
and why?

I follow in the principles of Lal Baha-
dur Shastri, Atal Vihari Vajpayee. I have a 
huge respect for the Patriots, the two names 
I would like to take who motivates me are 
Chandra Shekhar Azad, Raja Mahendra 
Pratap Singh.

5. What is your message for 
youngsters?

I would just like to convey my message 
to younguns that never go for shortcut in 
life always try to go the other way round 
that will help in many ways for the better-
ment of future. Follow the steps of Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam and Lal Bahadur Shastri.

6. what is your memorable day?
The most memorable day of my life 

is that I got the opportunity to share 
the dais with Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, 
the day will always be cherised 
throughout my life.

MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION AT PIONEER 
CONVENT SR. SEC. SCHOOL WITH ZEST

My passion in excelling in 
social work rests on the in-
ner strength, peoples who 
are devoted towards social 

welfare must find themselves 
lucky enough for their contri-
bution. In a very simple way 

we can say that the social 
work is done for the human-
ity and society. In this note 
we had a talk with Lokraj 
foundation Dr. SK Kakran, 
presenting the main high-

lights of the interview:

‘I wanted to become an IPS officer’
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After spending about Rs.3.5 lakh crore ($51 
billion) - almost equal to IndiaÂ’s subsidy and 
pensions budget for 2015-16 - over 10 years on 
the worldÂ’s largest rural jobs programme, it 
has provided less than half the guaranteed 100 
days of employment to 50 million poor house-
holds. This is revealed in our analysis of the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee (MGNREGA) data. Other facts: 

*  Although the most money ever was spent 
during 2015-16, it was the worst year ever 
in terms of assets created (2.27 million as-
sets), a 23 percent decline from 2014-15.

*  While 50 million households found work 
through MGNREGA last year, less than 10 
percent of these households got 100 days 
of wage employment.

*  Just about 40 percent of the workers get 
paid within the promised 15-day period.

*  Women now hold half of all MGNREGA 
jobs, higher than the mandated 33 percent, 
indicating widespread demand for em-
ployment.

These findings are in line with IndiaSpendÂ’s 
earlier analysis of MGNREGA. A safety net for 
rural areas, MGNREGA guarantees 100 days 
of paid, unskilled manual work every year to 
every rural household. Â“It is the largest and 
perhaps the most ambitious social security 
and public works programme in the world,Â” 
Jairam Ramesh, former union rural develop-
ment minister, who launched MGNREGA, 
said. Clearly, the popular demand of increas-
ing the number of guaranteed work days un-
der MGNREGA will not help since the existing 
promise of 100 days is not being met. Barely 50 
million households have found work through 
MGNREGA and less than 10 percent of these 
households have been able to get 100 days of 
wage employment. Clearly, either work is not 
being provided or not being demanded. Just 
about 40 percent of the workers get paid within 
the promised 15 days. For unskilled MGNRE-
GA workers, not getting paid in time is detri-
mental to domestic finances. Perhaps this will 
change with 210 million new Jan Dhan (Peo-
pleÂ’s Wealth) accounts opened, into which 
the government can directly pay wages. There 
has been no significant increase in the num-
ber of assets created each year, with last year 
the worst ever, as we said, with a 23 percent 
drop from 2014-15. The durability of the assets 
is questionable. Currently, the law says that 
60 percent of funds should be spent on wages 
and 40 percent on material, which means a 
preponderance of labour-intensive works, not 
structures that require more and better mate-
rial. MGNREGA has brought parity in labour 
force participation, one of its few successes. 
There has been a constant demand to increase 
the MGNREGA budget. The most money was 
spent last year, Rs.42,084 crore ($6.1 billion), 
about 0.3 percent of IndiaÂ’s GDP. More than 
95 percent of MGNREGA funds have been 
used over the last two years. This is a posi-
tive, but there are allegations of corruption. 
The expenditure on agriculture was the high-
est ever in 2015-16. Per person wage and cost 
has gone up steadily over the years. The aver-
age wage rate in 2015-16 was Rs.154 per day, 
a 27 percent increase from four years ago. Yet, 
the labour participation in MGNREGA has not 
grown, proven by the fact that only 2.3 billion 
person-days of labour were generated both 
in 2015-16 and 2012-13, despite a 27 percent 
wage increase.  Critics claim MGN-
REGA wage rates have distorted 
the farm-labour market, while 
supporters argue wages must 
be increased to match market 
rates for unskilled labour.

2015-16 worst year for 
MGNREGA, 23% drop 

in assets created
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The Supreme Court’s brief or-
der  prohibiting private colleges 
and deemed universities from con-
ducting their own undergraduate 
medical and dental entrance tests is 
to make them fall in line with the 
higher objective of upholding the 
supremacy of the National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET). 
The first phase of NEET 2016 has 
already been held (May 1) and the 
modalities of holding the second 
phase on July 24 are being worked 
out. Meanwhile, the private col-
leges, which will be most affected 
by a common national entrance 
test for medical courses, have been 
raising an issue about their con-
stitutional right to establish and 
administer their own institutions. 
Their objections seem to be based 
on the fear that they will lose total 
control over admission procedures, 
which would mean their very way 
of operating would be hit, besides 
ending the long running capitation 
fee racket. The lead judge was cate-
gorical: “We have already said this. 
One: There shall be NEET. Two: No 
private colleges or associations will 
be permitted to have their own ex-
ams. Three: States will be allowed 
to conduct their exams after we 
consider what the solicitor-general 
has to say on it.”

Only by establishing a gold stan-

dard and maintaining it can the fair 
expectation that health be handled 
by the most competent brains and 
hands be fulfilled. The top court’s 
aim is to give every aspiring doc-
tor and dentist an opportunity to 
get a prized opening to qualify and 
serve as one of around 50,000 medi-
cal professionals who qualify each 
year, towards which a single na-
tional test would help as it would 
facilitate picking the best brains for 
an essential profession. This can be 
achieved only when the states also 
channel their students to excel at 
the national test rather than keep 
promoting their own entrance tests, 
even if they have some very good 
reasons. The court has so far up-
held the right of states to hold their 
entrance exams, but then there are 
also states like Tamil Nadu which 
do not wish to hold such a test at all 
on the premise that rural students 
are disadvantaged in a merit-first 
system with reservations only for 
SC/ST students.

There are several knotty issues 
to be resolved. The Supreme Court 
may be inclined to exempt states 
from NEET 2016 because of pau-
city of time with the matter coming 
up so late and only after an earlier 
key order was recalled. It would be 
in the interest of all students if the 
top court were to pass final orders 

soon. The manner in which elite en-
gineering institutions, like the IITs, 
have cherry-picked aspirants in 
objective tests may also be said to 
have been the motive force behind 
their exalted position in academia. 
Nothing untoward will happen 
if all political and other consider-
ations are set aside and NEET is al-
lowed to set the benchmark.

With 59 oil and gas companies 
in the US filing for bankruptcy and 
several others in the bankruptcy 
pipeline, it looks like Saudi Arabia 
is winning the oil war it declared on 
the US last year. It is reported that 
the number of closures could ex-
ceed the 68 declared by the telecom 
companies when they went bust in 
2002-03. Last year, it looked like the 
Saudis were losing the war as US 
shale oil flooded the global markets, 
bringing down the price of oil to 
barely survival levels for the Middle 
East oil-producing countries. But 
last November Saudi Arabia, which 
has always been seen as a “swing 
state” to stabilise prices, flooded the 
markets by boosting their output 
to 10.6 million barrels per day. All 
efforts by the oil-producing states 
that comprise Opec to control pro-
duction so that prices could stabi-
lise were in vain as Saudi Arabia, 
the largest producer, refused to cut 
production. The economies of these 
oil-producing countries were in the 
doldrums and many of them had 
to raise taxes as oil income literally 
collapsed as the price went down to 
$20 a barrel from a peak of $120.

In recent months the Iranians, 
against whom the US had lifted the 
trade embargo, insisted on selling 
their oil in the market to rebuild 
their economy, and they too would 
not cooperate with Opec.

The situation looks extremely 
bleak for shale oil producers as the 
Saudis are not likely to relent in the 
near future until they put the US 
shale companies out of business. 
According to reports, it costs the 
Saudis barely $10 to extract a barrel 
of oil whereas for the Americans the 

break-even point is $60-$70.
With current oil prices ruling at 

around $45 per barrel, it is difficult 
for the US companies to survive, 
leave alone compete. Even the banks 
have stopped giving these compa-
nies money knowing that they will 
never be able to return the same. So 
even mergers of these companies, 
which had sprouted when the go-
ing was good, are not possible be-
cause they will not get the funds to 
finance mergers and acquisitions.

In this scenario, where two oil 
giants are at war, oil-consuming 
and importing countries stand to 
benefit. The good news is that these 
comparatively low prices stand to 
last for a while longer. Prices are 
expected to stabilise around current 
levels for some time. India, one of 
the largest oil importers, stands to 
gain as it has since the past year. Its 
oil bill has dropped dramatically 
and this, in turn, has lowered the 
current account deficit and helped 
to cut the fiscal deficit. The gov-
ernment’s subsidy to oil marketing 
companies has also come down and 
it must make the best of this situa-
tion to strengthen economic growth 
and build up oil reserves.

Let NEET be the gold standard

Saudi Arabia is 
winning oil war The Narendra Modi govern-

ment has been in office for almost 
two years. There have been some 
strong areas of performance and 
other areas where the Govt has 
not had stellar performance and 
much needs to be done. Let us 
start from the traditional respon-
sibilities of the nation state like 
security, health and education, 
among others. In the case of se-
curity both domestic security 
and foreign policy play a key 
role. The Modi government has 
been keen on the kind of vigour 
and agility that it has brought 
to the foreign policy discourse. 
However, the institutional ca-
pacity regarding the number of 
diplomats and missions to differ-
ent countries has been a limiting 
factor. The existing framework 
for the foreign policy implemen-
tation for a country the size of 
India is far smaller than what is 
required. Also, the kind of depth 
regarding research and experts 
which is needed is missing. This 
is where a systematic improve-
ment concerning capability and 
numbers is required. The Modi 
government, to its credit, has 
touch based with 130 countries 
in the two years but this will 
have to be substantiated with 
ongoing processes and engage-
ments rather than one-off meet-
ings. On internal security and 
home affairs, the performance has 
been on a par with the previous 
regimes. Though some incidents 
did take place which were “com-
munal killings” especially like 
that of a man lynched in Dadri for 
consuming beef (an unfortunate 
incident), the situation is similar 
to the previous regimes.

2 years of Modi 
Govt: Pluses 
and minuses
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Even as bad loans continue 
to rise, a strong retail push has 
made India’s top three private 
banks hire more in 2015-16, 
compared to the previous fis-
cal, with HDFC Bank taking 
on its rolls almost two-third 
more people than ICICI Bank 
and Axis Bank. The hiring is 
largely at the branch level in 
frontline roles, including sales 
and relationship managers.

About 50 per cent of busi-
nesses of these banks is gen-
erated through retail.

While ICICI Bank and 
Axis Bank added 6,000 and 8,000 
employees, respectively, HDFC 
Bank raised its total headcount 
by 11,269. For the Aditya Puri-led 
bank, this is a sharp rise against 
the 8,000 increase last year.

“Our employee strength, partly 
given the significant expansion in 
retail lending, resulted in a rise of 
almost 11,000,” said Paresh Suk-
thankar, deputy managing direc-
tor, HDFC Bank. “We have seen 
two years of strong growth in em-
ployee strength.”

According to HDFC Bank’s An-
nual Report 2014-15, the payments 

to and provisions for employees 
were up 13 per cent.

ICICI Bank, the country’s larg-
est private lender, added around 
6,239 employees in 2015-16, pri-
marily in frontline roles in the re-
tail and rural banking businesses, 
taking its total employee strength 
to 67,857. In the previous year, this 
number was reduced by 4,369.

Employee expenses rose 5.3 per 
cent, compared to the previous fis-
cal, and excluding provisions for 
retirement benefits, it was 8 per 
cent. The average salary hike was 
around 10 per cent to 15 per cent.

For Axis Bank, the employ-
ee base for the year increased 
19 per cent, representing 7,905 
additions on a net basis to a 
headcount of 50,135. This is 
against a decrease of nearly 
200 employees in 2014-15 to 
the staff strength of 42,230.

Though the increase in 
salaries for 2015-16 was not 
disclosed, average increase 
was around 6.16 per cent in 
the previous fiscal.

“Retail will continue to 
expand further for banks, 
especially with the govern-

ment’s financial inclusion agenda 
and bringing customers within the 
ambit of formal channels,” said 
Kalpesh Mehta, partner, Deloitte 
Haskins & Sells. “With a return 
of upwards of 20 per cent and 
cost of borrowings at about 10-12 
per cent, retail is a better growth 
space... Today even NBFCs want 
to enter the retail space.”

Also, taking large credit from 
companies is riskier, mainly due to 
rising bad loans, while retail, even 
if unsecured, is relatively better 
placed in terms of repayments and 
recovery, Mehta said.

Digital advertising in In-
dia surprised expectations 
and grew at a fast clip of 33 
per cent annually between 
2010 and 2015, with the to-
tal spend just shy of $1 bil-
lion, Morgan Stanley has 
said in a report.

“As a result, digital ad-
vertising as a per cent  of 
total advertising grew from 
4 per cent in 2010 to 13 per 
cent in 2015,” the merchant 
banker and global consul-
tancy said. The market in 
China, though, grew at 53 

per cent.
An analysis released last 

month, the Ficci-KPMG re-
port on the Indian media 
and entertainment indus-
try, has said India’s digital 
advertising spending will 
reach around $4 billion by 
2020, translating into a 26 
per cent share of the total 
Indian ad market.

It is also predicted to top-
ple print media to become 
the second-largest medium 
after television. But overall, 
advertising market in India 
still remains small -- its to-
tal advertising spend was 
only 0.3 per cent of GDP 
in 2015, compared to 1 per 
cent in the US and 0.6 per 
cent in China.

The government here  said 
the Stand-up India Scheme 
will benefit 2.5 lakh Scheduled 
Caste/Scheduled Tribe mem-
bers and women entrepre-
neurs.

“The scheme envisages ex-
tending bank loans between 
Rs.10 lakh and Rs.1 crore for 
setting up greenfield enterpris-
es by SC/ST and women entre-
preneurs,” Minister of State for 
Finance Jayant Sinha said in a 
written reply in the Lok Sabha.

The scheme was launched 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on April 5 this year. 

“The scheme is being imple-
mented through all scheduled 
commercial banks. Each bank 
branch is to extend loans to at 
least one SC/ST and one women 
entrepreneur. Enterprises cov-
ered under the scheme may be 
in manufacturing, services or 
the trading sector,” Sinha said. 
While loans are to be extended 
by banks, a credit guarantee 
fund of Rs.5,000 crore for pro-
viding guarantee cover for such 
loans has been approved. Pro-
vision of initial capital of Rs.500 
crore to the corpus in 2016-17 
has been made, he said.

Tax payers can now verify their e-ITRs 
through bank account-based validation 
system if they don’t have Aadhaar num-
ber or internet banking facility as part 
of the government’s measure to enhance 
the paperless regime of filing the annual 
IT returns. Currently people who have 
income of over Rs 5 lakh need to e-file 
their income-tax return. Previously tax 
payers had to send through post signed 
printout of the IT return (ITR-5) to Cen-
tralised Processing Centre in Bengaluru 
for verification if they didn’t have Digi-
tal Signature Certificate. Then in order 
to facilitate the tax payers, income-tax 
allowed them to verify returns online 
through their Aadhaar number or inter-
net banking facility. Those who verified 
their returns through Aadhaar number 

or internet banking facility need not 
send signed copy to CPC Bengaluru. 
Now tax payers can do the same by pro-
viding their banks details like account 
number, Indian Financial System Code 
(IFSC), email address and mobile phone 
number. These details will then be vali-
dated against the details with the bank. 
Electronic Verification Code (EVC) will 
be sent by the e-filing portal to tax pay-
ers email ID and mobile number, which 
he or she can use to e-verify the return. 
“Now, EVC can be generated by pre-
validating your bank account on the e-
filing website,” the income tax depart-
ment said in a public advisory. It said 
Punjab National Bank is the first bank 
to do so and others are also “expected 
to launch this facility”.

New Delhi: With the de-
lay in implementation of 
7th pay commission, every 
day the media gets abuzz 
with some information on its 
recommendation and on the 
various ways in which it can 
benefit crores of Central gov-
ernment employees. Fresh in 
the buzz is that the review 
committee, which was set 
up to study the recommen-
dations of the 7th pay com-
mission is likely to propose a 
simpler pay structure.

This will make the pay 
band more understandable. 
As per media reports the re-
view committee has suggest-

ed that the new pay struc-
ture be a single-tier band, 
where the component of the 
salary will not be made up in 
two parts as is the practice — 
one is the  pay band and the 
other being the additional 

grade pay.
The government had set 

up the high-powered panel 
headed by Cabinet Secre-
tary P K Sinha to process the 
recommendations of the 7th 
Pay Commission which will 
have bearing on the remu-
neration of 47 lakh central 
government employees and 
52 lakh pensioners. The gov-
ernment has earlier stated 
that implementation of new 
pay scales recommended 
by the 7th Pay Commission 
is estimated to put an addi-
tional burden of Rs 1.02 lakh 
crore, or 0.7 percent of GDP, 
on the exchequer in 2016-17.

7th pay commission: Central Govt 
employees to get single-tier pay band

New bank account verification 
method to replace ITR-5

India’s digital ad spend just a 
tad under $1 bn: Morgan Stanley

Retail push prompts ICICI Bank, 
Axis, HDFC Bank to hire more

Stand-up India to benefit 2.5L 
SC/ST, women entrepreneurs
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Face singing star semifinal ended on a 
high note with much enthusiasm, the chief 
guest where ex-Central Minister Jagdish Ti-
tler, Ali Anwar (Member of Parliament), Md 
Adeep.

The judges of the event where Ramesh 
Gupta and Priya Gupta. The show came to 
more light when singer Shankar Sahani en-
tered in the middle of the show, the whole 
crowd started cheering up and where going 
crazy to get a selfie with him. Giri Kmaan 
also made the people shake their legs with 
his I love saree wale girls number.

During the event some of the social 
workers, journalist, teachers, film directors 
producers were awarded.

Face group chairman Mustaq Ansari: 
In some days the audition has been con-
ducted in Delhi, Jaipur, Nainital, Chandi-
garh, Lucknow, Faridabad etc, 85 childrens 
where shortlisted, in these 20 childrens 
where shortlisted for grand finale. The fi-
nale will be conducted on 4 June, in FICCI 
Gurugram, the winner to get a cash prize of 
Rs21,000, 11,000, 5,100 respectively.      

The NGO Shree Sadguru Sai 
Nath Seva Samiti, Sarvadharam 
Kalyan Ekta Nyan Munch has 
started a very good initiative to-
wards old peoples who are not able 
to conduct their lives in old age, 
by providing them with the much 
needed old age home has shown 
that the group organization are 
very forward for the upliftment of 
the society. The old age home is in 
Jaunti village. The organization are 

working day-night for the better-
ment of the old age home, keeping 
in mind for the old peoples, the or-
ganization has provided 35 rooms 
with spacious and well-ventilated 
rooms with all amenities, two big 
hall and one more hall for the me-
diation, with three storey building 
of 1000 yards, free medicines and 
ambulance facility. The people who 
have turned up the good initiative 
are Vikas Chanana, Rajesh Chau-

han, Mukesh Sharma, Tejpal Shar-
ma, Ajay Madan, Pooran Chand, 
Sharnesh Singla,Vijay Kapoor, VK 
Sharma, Sahil Kumar etc.

The only appeal from the orga-
nization is that, the people should 
come up, donate and contribute 
towards the good cause for the 
betterment of the old age home, 
with this what the people will get 
in return is the blessing of the old 
peoples.

NGO starts old age home

Face singing star semis ended on a high note


